
This mail sent on 13th July 2017 from president_cmai@cmai.asia 
 
Subject: Please read this important for mobile industry: One more compulsory 
approval for Mobile Phones raised by Commerce Min..refuted by CMAI ..Need 
support to protest this 

 

Dear Sir, 

On 5th July, 2017, BIS convened a meeting of ICT Sectional Committee 

LITD 13.  CMAI/TEMA participated in the meeting. IN the agenda one of 

the item discussed was: 

5.3 As per the Communication received from department of 

commerce, national standards are required to be formulated on priority 

basis on some product categories identified by Department of Commerce 

for bringing them under technical regulation/mandatory certification in 

national interest. Out of all the product categories mentioned in the list, 

following categories of product fall under the purview of LITD 13: Digital 

Phone, cordless phone 

As CMAI/TEMA we opposed this and said that there is hardly any definition of Digital Phone, which at 

the most can be considered as mobile phone. Hence we represented that this need not be agreed at all. 

It was informed that the commerce ministry wants this, as there are maximum imports under this 

category, hence commerce department wants to bring it in mandatory certification. We all know that 

mobile phone import figures are quite high. However we did not agreed that digital phones mean 

mobile phones.  So we referred back the matter to commerce asking for details of heavy imports and 

precise HSS codes etc. We also informed that as it is mobile phones are already heavily regulated and 

has to undergo several approvals/certifications. The recorded minutes of discussions as received are: 

5.3 The committee was informed that there was a proposal from Ministry of commerce 

(MOC) regarding formulation of national standards on some product categories. MOC has 

provided HS codes for some products for formulation of Indian Standards. Out of all the product 

categories mentioned in the list by MOC Digital phone & cordless phone fall under the purview 

of LITD 13. The committee informed that there is no such terminology like digital phone. It was 

suggested by the committee that Ministry of Commerce be requested to give the exact products 

name intended to be taken up for standard formulation under the different HS codes given by 

them. The committee also requested BIS to provide specific HS codes corresponding to 

digital phone and cordless phone to CMAI for their inputs. After receiving inputs from MOC 

the committee may deliberate on the issue. 



As of now no issue, but this is how all mandatory approvals started in the 

past. So we need to take it up jointly and we need supporter of all of you. 

It is proposed let us have nominations for a subcommittee in this behalf 

with appropriate persons, so that matter is deliberated intensely as and 

when required. 
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